
 
Case Study The World® – Residents onboard. Ireland 3rd-14th July 2013. 

ABOUT THE WORLD 

The World® is the largest privately owned, residential yacht with 165 Luxury 
Residences.  With a diverse group of Residents from 19 countries who own the 
homes onboard  and share interests in world cultures, history, adventure and 
exploring fascinating Destinations.  They circumnavigate the globe every two to 
three years following an extraordinary itinerary that the Residents plan with the 
team on board.  
 
THE BRIEF 

The World visited Ireland in 2010 where Residents enjoyed a six day visit to Dublin and Cork.  
Three years on July 2013 and The World came back to Ireland for an 11 day program.  

Our brief was to create a very different unique experience and itinerary from their previous 
trip to Ireland in 2010.  To Showcase Ireland’s finest from its legendary “craic” and people, 
to its green landscape, rugged coastlines and vibrant culture.  The Ship visited the following 
Ports during its stay Belfast, Derry, Galway and Dublin. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

• Belfast highlights 

The World’s Residents were welcomed to Belfast by the Right Honourable Lord Mayor at the 
historical Harbor Commissioners Office where they were treated to a “Taste of Ulster 
Reception”.  A private visit with performance at the Lyric Theatre.   A Reception and viewing 
of The Naughton Gallery at the neo-gothic Queen’s University guest’s were welcomed by Vice-
Chancellor Sir Peter Gregson.  A Cocktail Reception at Hillsborough Castle hosted by The First 
Minister Peter Robinson MLA and deputy First Minister Martin McGuinness MLA. 
 
A journey to the famous Causeway Coast to include the UNESCO world heritage of the Giant’s 
Causeway, lunch at Bushmills Inn and afternoon visit to The Bushmills Whiskey Distillery for 
a private tour and tasting guided by the master distiller. The Residents of the World were 
invited to dinner in Private Belfast homes. 
 
Final Evening in Belfast was spent in the Titanic Quarter.  A Private cocktail party and tour of 
the famous Nomadic Ship followed by tour of Titanic Belfast with dinner in the Titanic Suite.  
Entertainment this evening by the Belfast Operatic Society with 40 singers performing songs 
from Titanic the Opera. 
 



• Derry highlights  
Included a private visit to Ulster American Folk Park.  Dinner with the Duke of Abercorn at his 
home in Baronscourt House situated in the foothills of the Sperrin Mountains in Co Tyrone is 
the home of the Duke of Abercorn’s family since 1612.  Residents also took part in Derry City 
of Culture celebrations. 

One of the highlights of the World’s visit to Ireland was a trip to Lough Erne Resort with 
afternoon tea by the lakes followed by Dinner at Castle Coole is one of Ireland's finest Neo-
classical houses.  The Residents were guests of Lord and Lady Belmore for the evening.   

• Galway highlights 

We sailed into Ashford Castle located on Lough Cong on the Corrib Princess and welcomed at 
the Castle by a Bag Piper.  Guests were treated to lunch in George IV Restaurant followed by 
a Falconry Hawk Walk.  Guests had the opportunity to fly a hawk around the spectacular 
grounds of Ashford Castle.   

A visit to Ireland wouldn’t be complete without a trip to Connemara with its patchwork of 
lakes, rugged mountains and bogs.  In the heart of Connemara is Kylemore with its 
magnificent fairytale Castle and Abbey.  The Benedictine Nuns are in residence at Kylemore 
the World Residents were welcomed by the Community and given a personal tour and lunch 
in the Abbey.   

Later that evening we visited Cnoc Suain a restored 17th century Connemara hill-village set 
on 200 acres of stunningly beautiful ancient landscape overlooking mountains, lake, bog 
and sea.  The owners of the village are Irish Gaelic speakers, musicians, natural scientists 
and teachers.  The evening was an authentic Cultural experience with guest participation, 
vibrant, educational and most of all fun.  Guests learned Connemara’s Ancient bog land, 
landscape and nature, stories of bog bodies & bog skincare! Connemara’s finest 
accomplished traditional musicians shared their music and stories, while the highly 
ornamented and unique sean-nos (old Irish /Gaelic) singing was a great treat. Engaging 
stories of thatched Cottage customs, stories and traditions – Irish Soda bread making by an 
open fire, seaweed tasting, see how the thatched roof is made.....Workshop demonstrations 
by local crafts people – weaver, wood turner, artists, music instrument maker, seaweeds and 
local herbal demonstration of their uses.   

• Dublin highlights 

In Dublin guests were treated to personal guided tours of the Capital.  Family trips with 
personal guides to Wicklow “The Garden of Ireland”.  Irish folk Musician, Finbar Furey 
entertained guests during their Dublin stay. 

Gala dinner event was a The Royal Hospital Kilmainham.  Cocktails served in the stunning 
17th century formal gardens followed by Dinner was served in the Great Room.  
Entertainment throughout the evening by Singer/Harpist Órla Fallon and her band. Orla has 
enjoyed a lucrative career both as a member of the phenomenally successful group Celtic 
Woman and currently as a solo artist.   Órla has performed for Presidents Bill Clinton and 
George Bush at The White House. Chris de Burgh who was guest at the event entertained 
guests late into the evening with some of his famous songs...... Lady in Red 



On the final night in Ireland guests visited the Guinness Storehouse for dinner and tour 
followed “dancing on tables”!  Lights were down low as the acclaimed percussionist Robbie 
Harris entered the room. Robbie, an extraordinary bodhrán player lept up onto the centre 
table, suprising the diners. Without saying a word, he started drumming with increasing 
intensity as eight hooded figures  carrying candles enter the dining area from darkened 
corners of the room.  In total silence, the figures climbed onto the dinner tables.  With all the 
hooded figures in place, and without warning, Robbie let out a loud cry and gave the bodhrán 
an extra loud thump. At that moment, the dancers in position on the tables drop their cloaks 
and erupt into a spectacular hard shoe accappella performance. 

 

THE RESULT 

The World Ireland program was a huge success.  Ireland basked in glorious 
sunshine for the entire program showcasing Ireland’s spectacular landscapes and 
allowed for al fresco dining!  

 

TESTIMONIALS 

July 2013: Lee Lennon and The Concierge Team, The World® 

 

“Thank you so much for your assistance in putting together such a fantastic series 
of Events for The Residents and Guests of The World.  It is a great pleasure to 
work with you and your team.  I look forward to working with you again in the near 
future." 

July 2013: Best wishes Karin & Mike, Residents The World® 

“In the name of all the residents on The World we THANK YOU for your tireless 
work and your unflagging kindness while showing us your beautiful country.  We 
look forward to returning very soon.” 

 

 

  

 

 


