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In recent years, the University of Notre Dame has been actively engaged in building a strong 

relationship with Ireland. Notre Dame is consistently ranked in the top twenty undergraduate 

colleges of about 4,000 in the United States. Its iconic campus ensures that it also ranks fourth 

among American ‘Dream colleges’.  

In August 2014 Notre Dame brought 100 of its top undergraduates for an eight-day immersive 

experience in Ireland. This week-long exposure (August 9 - 17) was designed to provide Notre Dame 

students with inside access to Irish society, culture and economy. Participants interacted with 

influential Irish leaders, entrepreneurs and artists, they visited the European headquarters of major 

tech companies (Google, Twitter), and they gained a real insight into Ireland’s position within the 

European Union and the modern global economy. They were also introduced to the magnificent Irish 

landscape and partake in Irish cultural activities.  

The Inside Track experience was designed to ensure that these highly motivated students would not 

be passive tourists but would engage with influential Irish people, experience Ireland in a genuine 

way, and would absorb at all times accurate knowledge of contemporary Ireland. At the end of their 

immersion in Irish life and culture, an Irish seed has been planted which will flourish in a lifelong 

interest in Ireland: they have returned to America as ambassadors and cheerleaders for our country.   

They will work hard to ensure that that this cohort of ND students, among our best and brightest, 

will establish a bond with Ireland that is not a “once-off”; these future leaders in American business, 

education, medicine, law, and politics will develop a life-long relationship with Ireland that will be 

mutually beneficial to both our countries. 

The University of Notre Dame intends to make this programme an annual event and welcomes 

partnership and collaborative efforts with Irish institutions to create a memorable and 

transformative experience for 100 future American leaders.  

 


